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PREFACE.

Samardnganasttradhira is a work on architecture, It
means, literally, an architect of human dwellings and deals with
the planning of towns and villages, building of houses, halls
and palaces as well as machines of various kinds.

The edition ix based on the following three manuscripts: =

() The manascript marked ¥F, belonging to the
Central Library, Baroda, which runs up to a
certain portion in ‘the $2nd adhyaya but is
wanting in 19 folios, and which was copied, as
mentioned in the (:ulopllon in Samvat 1594,

(2 The manuscript marked &, belon gmﬂ to the same
fibrary, which runsup to a portion in the 355th
adhyaya. '

(3) THe manuseript marked I, obt'nucd on loan
from the Bhandar at Pattan, which runs up to-
a portion of the 49th adhyaya but is wanting in -
10 folios and which appears tobe of the same:
age as the first,

These manuscripts are full of errors and not very legibles :
To examine them for the press was a very difficult task. The
first 54 adhyayas are now issued as the first volume While the
remaining adhyayas are in the press and will be published
before long as the second volume.

An exhaustive table of contents is prefixed to this volume
a perusal of which will give an idea of all the subjects imbedded
in it.

The work treats of the construction of cities, palaces and
maznsicns with greater clearness of expression and wealth of’
details than any other available work of Silpa Sastra. The 31st
chapter contains descriptions of various kinds of machines that
are not found in other Silpa works, such as the elephant machine
(wsmes), wooden bird-machine travelling in the sky(a&rtﬁn?(ﬁ-
gg379), wooden vimana machine flying in the air (srramfhrE-
TAFATI), door ~keeper machine (ar{mm) , soldier machine
(@93:9) ete.



2
oy HRAAT el AGA N=F, AT |
g GET: FEHASHEGIAEGE: |\
KT [FwgFar I@ta T Bfa 9|
OPrET a1 ASET 9T gU ARAIsh At 0
FBATAATGENDA T 7 |
‘i2gTIERY ATIaTY TegiweEad faurT 9 |
IW WTAARHT STSATIRAN S AL 1)
AAEE: JRTEE TGEE BN RAIAaET |
FAT: IRAEIRT TRl I FANe A g3 Il
FOIAY GRAAIged ageday ARTAAT |

rRHE i Tg SR aREIar gTETA’ |l

‘QGenerally, the language of the extant Silpa works is
ungrammaticaly but the present work is free from grammatical
-solecismsand written mostly in a sweet and beautiful style.
“The work will prove to be of immense benefit to students of
Indian architecture as well as to those who wish to follow it
in practice.

The author of the work, as mentioned in it, is Maharaja-
dhiraja Sri Bhojadeva who is probably the same Bhoja of -
Dhara whoruled over Malwa in the first part of the 11th
century A. D. and to whom mauny important works are ascribed
such as, Sringdraprakésa (Alankara) and Saraswatikantha-
bharana (V yakarana).

T. Ganapati Sastri.
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